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 A Tribute to Kenneth Ernest Pech AM JP  
Ken was born on 21 September 1939, the second of four children.  
He grew up on the family farm near Brookton, going to school in  
Brookton. He was then accepted at Narrogin Agricultural College, 
where he studied for two years. 
He met his wife Judith at a Junior Farmers social, after she was  
appointed to Brookton as a primary school teacher. In the mid 
1950s, his father purchased uncleared land 40 kms south of 
Gnowangerup. This was gradually developed and Ken and Judith 
moved to North Stirling Downs, where they brought up their 6 chil-
dren. All six attended Gnowangerup District High School and Ken 
had a 20 year association with GDHS P &C Association. 
Ken was an enthusiastic farmer, loved his sheep and his dogs,  
particularly Parker. His involvement with Local Government began 
in 1981 at an extra ordinary election for a councillor in the South 
Ward in the Gnowangerup Shire. There was an election, Ken door 
knocked the area and received 95% of the vote. 
In 1984, he was elected as Deputy President, then he was elected as Gnowangerup Shire President in 1986. He continued 
in this position until 1994, when he stepped down from the President’s role to continue in leadership roles at a state level. 
He was President of Country Shire Councils Association from 1992 to 1994 and State President of WA Municipal Associa-
tion from 1994 to 1996. He was also a WA delegate to the Australian Local Government Association.  
He was Deputy President of Gnowangerup again from 2003 to 2007 and Gnowangerup Shire President from 2007 to 2009. 
He was made a Freeman of Gnowangerup Shire in July 2006. 
During his time in Local Government, he lobbied strongly for increased funding for local roads, better telecommunications, 
improvement to medical facilities in rural areas and more doctors in small country towns. 
He retired from local government in October 2013 after 32 years service. He then focussed his attentions back to family, 
farming and his bees.  
He was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1986. He was awarded Australian honours on Australia Day 1999 for his out-
standing service to Local Government. He was awarded the Centenary Medal on 1 January 2001. 
His other community service included 6 years on the Board of the Great Southern Development Commission, a long term 
member and past president of Gnowangerup Rotary Club, member of the Gnowangerup Agricultural College Advisory  
Committee, Board member and chairman of Yongergnow Malleefowl Centre.  In 2019, he was awarded the first Life  
Membership of Yongergnow. He was a member of the Order of Australia Association and was Great Southern chairman of 
the Association from 2015 to 2019. Ken and Judith retired to Albany in late 2018. Sadly his health deteriorated rapidly this 
year and he passed away peacefully on 9 October 2019. 
His funeral in Gnowangerup on 21 October was attended by a large crowd who wished to honour his achievements and 
support his family; his wife Judith, his 6 children and 10 grandchildren. 
Ken was passionate about his community. He will be remembered for his life of service and deserves to rest in peace. 
Contributed by Jan Savage 
  



  

 
 

 

 

Scroungers 25th October 

2019 
Sponsored by 

J & J Kerse and Sons/John & Jane Campbell 

Dinner – Burgers & Chips 
$10.00 

Names in by 6.15pm for a 6.30pm 
start. 

Music, Dinner, Raffles, Games and Prizes. 

Chance to win $50.00 Cash 
Names into Mog 0427 282 108 or  

Jade 0429 421 350 
  

Ongerup Bowling Club 



 Community Notices 

Congratulations  
 

to Mick Creagh  

not only has he 

become a Shire  

Councillor but he 

got the most 

votes in the  

election!!! 

Congratulations 

to all the  

successful  

candidates  

Our Shire should 

feel proud when 

the state voting average was 29% we 

managed 52% 

 

SUPER 66   Week 2 results for Ongerup  
ONGERUP Primary School P & C  
Weeks 2 supper 66 results  
$25.  73.  Sally Bruce 
$50.   97. Sally Bruce 
$25.   65. Darryl Murphy 
ONGERUP MUSEUM    Meeting and busy bee to clean up 
after the wildflower show at the museum 9:30 am start with a 
cuppa Sunday 27th October . Vicki will inform us about the 
new shearing display that is happening in the blue shed and 
other projects in the pipeline.   

 
Where in Ongerup is this?????     

First correct answer to Bec wins a free icecream from 
Yongergnow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JAKE COPELAND was the first correct answer  last week 
(the Ambulance shed) and has collected his free ice cream. 







 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    25  daycare 
Bowling club 
scroungers  

26 27 
Museum  
meeting 

28 29 30 
 

31 1  daycare 2 3 

4 5 
Melbourne cup 

6 7 
Mums club 

8 daycare 
Healthy meals 

9 
Rivers bday 

10 

11 12 
Holly Beeck 
workshop 

13 
Taite bday 

14 15 daycare 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

October/November 


